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Basic Review
 of IN

DIVIDUA
LS W

ITH 
DISA

BILIITES Education A
C

T (IDEA
) 

|
Fed

eral legislation passed
 in 1975

|
Pa

rt C
 a

nd
 Pa

rt B
|

Reasons for the A
ct

|
G

oal and
 purpose-Free A

ppropria
te Public 

Ed
uca

tion in a Least Restrictive Environm
ent

|
A

ct vs. Regula
tions

|
Benefits for m

a
ny

|
Required

 continuum
 

(specia
l school, m

ainstream
, etc) 

|
Em

phasis on IN
DIVIDUA

L





SpecialFactors in IDEA
In the case of a child w

ho is deaf or hard of hearing, 
IEP team

 m
em

bers m
ust consider the child’s:

•language and com
m

unication needs;

•opportunities for direct com
m

unications w
ith peers and professional personnel in 

the child’s language and com
m

unication m
ode; academ

ic level; and

•full range of needs, including opportunities for direct instruction in the child’s 

language and com
m

unication m
ode [§300.324(2)(iv)].

It’s im
portant to note that,

reg
ard
less

of a child’s disability, IEP team
s m

ust 
consider a child’s com

m
unication needs. In determ

ining the child’s com
m

unication 
needs, the IEP team

 m
ight ask:

•
W

hat com
m

unicative dem
ands and opportunities does the child have?

•
D

oes the child have the skills and strategies necessary to m
eet those 

com
m

unicative dem
ands and take advantage of com

m
unicative opportunities?

•
C
an the child fulfill his or her need to com

m
unicate in different settings?

•
D

oes the child com
m

unicate appropriately and effectively, and if not, w
hy not? 

H
ow

 w
ould the deficit in com

m
unication be described?



W
hat is the 

IEP process?

|
IEP inform

ation includ
es:

|
G

oals for the stud
ent to 

achieve this yea
r.

|
Services a

nd
 

accom
m

od
a

tions to 
enable the stud

ent to 
achieve these goa

ls.
|

D
eterm

ination of 
placem

ent (w
here services 

w
ill b

e p
rovid

ed
)

�
A

n IEP is a
n Ind

ividualized
 

Ed
uca

tion Program
 (or 

Plan)
�

The IEP Tea
m

 w
rites the 

IEP.



W
hat are Parents’ rights?

|
M

eaningful participation in IEP Team
.

|
O

pp
ortunity to pa

rticip
a

te in a
ll m

eetings

|
C

all m
eetings w

hen need
ed

|
IEP no

td
ecid

ed
 in ad

va
nce

|
Record m

eetings

|
W

ho can you request/bring w
ith you?

|
Interpreters –

request in ad
vance

|
A

d
vocates-let them

 know

|
Fam

ily m
em

bers, bab
ysitters, friend

s

|
A

nyone w
ith “special know

led
ge or 

expertise” w
ith child

-request/bring

|
A

ccess to stud
ent’s record

s





C
O

M
M

O
N

 
C

HA
LLEN

G
ES

|
A

ccess to qualified
 interpreters 

|
Lack of a

ccess to speech language pathologist

|
A

ccess to A
m

erican Sign Language in 

Early Intervention 

|
School d

istrict saying no to school for the d
eaf 

|
Lack of experienced

 teachers

|
D

ifferent expectations for child
 by school

and
 parents 

" Yo
ur c

hild
 sp

e
a

ks w
e

ll a
nd

 se
e

m
s to

 func
tio

n w
e

ll, 
Le

t's thro
w

 he
r in a

 c
la

ss o
f 20-30 kid

s in a
n 

e
xtra

o
rd

ina
rily lo

ud
 c

la
ssro

o
m

 w
ith te

a
c

he
rs, sta

ff a
nd

 
stud

e
nts w

ho
 ha

ve
 no

 A
SL a

nd
 no

 kno
w

le
d

g
e

 o
f the

 
e

d
uc

a
tio

n o
f d

e
a

f c
hild

re
n.“  -Pa

re
nt o

n fo
rum



5 Rules of Successful 
IEP M

eetings

1)Know
 w

hat you w
ant

2)D
o not blam

e or 
criticize

3)Protect the pa
rent-

school relationship
4)Seek w

in-w
in 

solutions/id
eas

5)Und
ersta

nd
 the 

school’s position
School

Fam
ily

Ed
ucation



Preparation for 
Education A

dvocates: 
Before, During, A

fter IEP m
eetings

BEFO
RE: M

eet w
ith parents/fam

ily m
em

bers, the 
child, review

 IEPs and files, discuss concerns, 
priorities and options, roles during the m

eeting, let 
the school know

 needs.

DURIN
G

: Introduce yourself, have the child present if 
appropriate or give info on child, bring up concerns, 
questions/requests, take notes/record, share data/research 
along w

ith draft goals and m
ake sure concerns are w

ritten 
in IEP. 

A
FTER: Request m

inutes from
 the school, copy of updated 

IEP, m
eet w

ith parent/fam
ily m

em
bers to review

 their 
feelings about the m

eeting, follow
 up on any resistance or 

questions from
 the school, check on prom

ised actions.



Roles of 
People 

at the Table

Identify the



Tips for effective advocacy

|
W

RITE D
O

W
N

 (aka TYPE) EV
ERYTHIN

G
 

|
Requests for m

eetings
|

Requests for eva
lua

tions
|

Parent concerns
|

M
eeting sum

m
aries

|
D

a
te, tim

e, and
 subject of phone calls 

|
“C

onfirm
” content of calls/m

eetings in w
riting

|
Record

 all m
eetings or request m

inutes
|

D
o not sign right a

w
ay

|
Resea

rch goals in A
D

V
A

N
C

E 
(observe cla

ssroom
, 

stud
y state curriculum

 goals) 



IDEA
Section

504
A

DA
Birth

to 21 years old
A

ny age
A

ny age

M
ust “qualify”

D
isability

that 
substantially lim

its a 
m

ajor life activity

Id
entifiable

d
isability 

or rega
rd

ed
 as so

Local, state and
 

fed
eral

Entitiesreceiving 
fed

eral fund
s

Public 
accom

m
od

a
tions 

and
 private entities

IEP team
504 coord

inator
Upon

request or 
see need

Specialized
ed

ucation
FA

PE and
 

accom
m

od
ations

Reasonable
accom

m
od

a
tions

“ed
ucational

benefit”
“appropriate

accom
m

od
ations”

“effective 
com

m
unication”

N
o

com
parison-

ind
ivid

ualized
C

om
pares

to other 
d

isabled
 stud

ents
C

om
pa

resto hearing 
stud

ent

N
am

e of 
law

A
pplicable

age

How
 to get

the law
’s 

protection

A
pplies to 

w
ho/w

hat?

W
ho

decides?

G
oal of law

M
easure of 

law

C
an 

com
pare?



FA
Q

 and G
uidelines on Effective 

C
om

m
unication by USDO

J and USDO
E 

|
Definition of “effective com

m
unication”-

com
pare to 

hearing student-in other w
ords, 100%

?

|
O

nce student/parent requests-m
ust provide 

im
m

ediately unless can show
 undue burden, not w

ait 
until IEP m

eeting

|
Student/parent’s preference of accom

m
odations m

ust 
be follow

ed and burden is on school to show
 it’s a 

fundam
ental alteration or undue financial/adm

in. 
burden

|
G

rades are just one consideration and do not provide 
inform

ation on how
 m

uch effort or type of resources are 
required for the student to achieve.

http://w
w

w
.ada.gov/doe_doj_eff_com

m
/doe_doj_eff_com

m
_faqs.htm



Things to Keep in M
ind

|
Language A

ccess-appropriate for THE child

|
C

onsistency w
ith bilingualism

-A
SL, English, and

 the fam
ily language 

(read
 &

 spoken) at hom
e

|
C

ritical m
a

ss (opportunity to interact w
ith other d

eaf child
ren)

|
D

iverse D
eaf role m

od
els 

|
A

cad
em

ic support and
 fam

ily training at hom
e

|
Extracurricular opportunities (clubs, sports) 

|
Social-em

otional need
s (friend

s) 

|
Paraprofessionals w

ith expertise w
ith d

eaf child
ren 

(A
SL, SLP, A

ud
iologist, C

I, PT, O
T, Psychologist)

|
A

D
A

 G
uid

elines on Effective C
om

m
unication-

http://w
w

w
.a

d
a

.gov/d
oe_d

oj_eff_com
m

/d
oe_d

oj_eff_com
m

_faqs.htm

O
verview

 of D
M

 program
-N

M
SD





G
eneral 

Resources

|
w

w
w

.d
ea

fchild
ren.org

(A
m

erica
n Society for D

ea
f 

C
hild

ren)
|

https://vl2.galla
ud

et.ed
u/about/

(Research briefs, Pa
rent 

Inform
a

tion toolkit, a
nd

 V
isua

l C
om

m
unica

tion a
nd

 Sign 
La

nguage C
hecklist-

http://vl2.ga
lla

ud
et.ed

u/resources/vcsl/
|

w
w

w
.w

rightsla
w

.com
(inform

a
tion on the law

)
|

https://w
w

w
.tra

nsform
d

ea
fed

.org/
(critical ped

agogy)
|

http://w
w

w
.ha

nd
sa

nd
voices.org/

|
https://w

w
w

3.galla
ud

et.ed
u/clerc-center.htm

l
(Info to G

o) –
includ

ing A
SL and

 English a
ssessm

ents



Parent Resources 
and Tools

•
C

DC
 Resources 

http://w
w

w
.cd

c.gov/ncbd
d

d/hearingloss/pa
rentsguid

e/resources/
•

C
DC

 Decision G
uide to C

om
m

unication C
hoices 

http://w
w

w
.cd

c.gov/ncbd
dd

/hea
ringloss/freem

aterials/C
om

m
D

ecisionG
UID

E
3508.pd

f
•

IEP C
om

m
unication Plans

http://w
w

w
.ceasd.org/ad

vocacy/ad
vocacy-tool-

kit/toolkit-com
m

unication-pla
ns

•
IEP M

eeting Planner
w

w
w

.hand
sand

voices.org/IEPm
eetingplanner/

•
IEP/504 C

hecklisthttp://w
w

w
.hand

sand
voices.org/pd

f/IEP_C
hecklist.pd

f
•

PEI (parent education Initiative)
http://w

w
w

.hand
sa

nd
voices.org/astra/d

ocs/07-PEI-A
ttachm

ent.pd
f

•
Pop-Up IEP 
http://w

w
w

.hand
sa

nd
voices.org/articles/ed

uca
tion/popup/pop_ind

ex.htm
•

Hands & Voices A
dvocacy Support and Training Program

 (A
STra

) 
http://w

w
w

.hand
sa

nd
voices.org/astra/ind

ex.htm
l



N
A

D 
Resources

|
C

he
c

k forthe new
 Fam

ilies Section on 
w

w
w

.nad.org
and sign up for e-blasts und

er C
o

nta
c

t U
s!

|
Kno

w
your sta

te/organization’s Ed
uca

tion A
d

vocate 
w

w
w

.nad
.org/ed

ucationad
vocates

|
Fo

llo
w

 IG
-@

d
eafed

ucation
and

 @
nad

1880

|
Be

c
o

m
e

a N
A

D
 m

em
ber to get N

A
D

M
ag

and
 d

iscounts

|
C

o
nta

c
tN

A
D

 Legal A
d

vocacy C
enter for support or 

inform
ation on IEP ad

vocacy or d
isability d

iscrim
ination-

w
w

w
.nad

.org/contactus

|
G

o
to our na

tional training conferences! (Including the 
N

ational D
ea

f Ed
ucation C

onference-
w

w
w

.d
eafed

ucation.us)




